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The Bamboolooza Project
A Solution to a growing problem!
WHAT IS BAMBOOLOOZA?
A Solution! This is a grass roots project to create an evergreen visual barrier between our
neighborhood and the interstate. A living evergreen barrier of giant GRASS. Bamboo!
Our community is on the cusp of the I-12/ I-10/I-59 corridor. It is comprised of three
subdivisions, John Slidell Park, and Pinewood golf course. It is on the agenda for the
interstate to become a six lane interstate in the coming decade. “WHEN” that takes place, a
concrete wall may be erected. Even if a concrete wall is in place, vegetation still should be
replaced. At this time of development, it is crucial that we conserve our environment here in

FACTS ABOUT
BAMBOO
• Bamboo is a low maintenance
GRASS with over 1200 species. Every
species has different growth patterns
• Most species of bamboo thrive in
Louisiana, grows quickly and can form
a dense wall in a short amount of
time

Slidell.

• Bamboo will NOT take over the
world! No matter what your grandpa
told you

An evergreen vegetative barrier of bamboo will help to substantially block the both noise

• A living 60ft-100ft screen of leafy
green can be grown in only 3-5 years.

pollution and pollution from vehicle emissions on the interstate. Traffic on I-10/I-12 is at a all
time high and so is the Noise! Trucks and cars zoom by at 70-80 miles an hour every quarter of
a second. On I-12 at this stretch of the interstate, trucks brake as they approach the junction.
Each time one passes, the decibels are 70-85 every quarter of a second, all day and night. 85d
heard for more than 8 hours continuously poses a great risk of hearing damage. Our
neighborhood, which was once a peaceful country setting now has a noisy, city-like atmosphere
where the birds must do their singing at night.
Bamboo can serve as a diffuser to the sound of the interstate. If the Federal Government
builds a concrete barrier next to an expanded 6 lane interstate, in a 10-20 year future, then a
vegetative barrier will already be in place. In metairie, a concrete barrier was installed. Now
there are problems with graffiti and sounds which reverberate off of the concrete wall. If
bamboo vegetation is in place for a future wall to be placed next to the interstate, then our
community will be just be a hidden oasis. Bamboo can increase property value for everyone
in the neighborhood by screening the subdivision from the interstate. With a prime, central
location in Slidell, this is an opportunity to increase the property value by creating a peaceful
haven. Homes are not selling very quickly in our subdivision, for a number of reasons. One is
the noise from the interstate. The homes with the
best property value in our city are the ones which
provide peaceful environment. We can utilize a
natural resource to create a serene neighborhood
In the 1960’s this was a wooded, country
subdivision. A quiet sanctuary in the woods that
was hailed as a bird sanctuary. In the 1970’s, the
interstate was built and trees came down. In the
1980’s, for some reason,DOTD took out 30 feet x 1
mile of trees separating Country Club subdivision

	


There is 30 ft in between the 1 mile long
wooden barrier and the residential property
where allocated funds could be utilized to
replace the 12 ft tall wooden barrier with a
60 ft tall bamboo barrier

• Bamboo only sends up new shoots
up during a 4 - 6 week period in April
and May. Screening (Running)
Bamboo can fully be controlled simply
by mowing the grass ONCE or Twice
between April and May.
• When bamboo send up new shoots
every spring during a 6 week period.
The new shoots are very tender. If
the new shoots are cut, they will
never grow again.
• Rhizome barriers can be put into
place, but is not necessary in some
yards or along the interstate. Simply
mow the grass in the spring
• Clumping bamboo can be used
where a total barrier is not necessary
because other bushes/trees/
landscaping are there.
• The leafy foliage will reduce the
noise pollution, and will create help to
block the pollution from emissions
from the Interstate. More vegetation
creates more oxygen and our air will
even be cleaner.
• Certain varieties of bamboo grow
similar to pine trees, MOSO grows
over 100 ft and can have a diameter
of as much as 8-10 inches. One Moso
can send up 10 new moso in just one
year. (see the movie “Crouching tiger,
hidden dragon”)
• Bamboo can grow next to a tree
and will not overtake it.
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and I12. In 2005, Katrina took out thousands of trees. In just 3-5 years,
this Bamboo would grow to 30ft and could replace so many trees that
have been lost. A living screen to visually shield the residents from the
interstate would be full 60 ft + height in under 10 years. We can eliminate
the need for a wood fence altogether. In 2004 Congress allocated
$750,000 to replace the current mile long wooden barrier. A viable solution
to the wooden fence was not in place, so the money has just been sitting
there. To replace the current barrier with a one time planting of Bamboo
vegetation from Robert Road to Hwy 11 would cost less than $150,000.
Last year, holes in the fence were present for most of the year where
trucks/cars had wrecked into it. We could eliminate the need for
constantly repairing the fence with a one time planting of a specific

The back yard of 230 Loop, owned by Katherine Bell,
a Country Club resident since 1968

species of bamboo. After a few years, there would be no need for a fence
at all because there would be a 60 foot x 30ft barrier of vegetation. There would be no financial burden of the Government for
the maintenance of a fence EVER again. No more trees have to be cut down for wood for the fence. No more government
money spent to fix the fence. The only maintenance would be to mow the
grass between the bamboo barrier and the road as usual with a pathway
to the ditch for clean-outs. The vegetation would be maintained by the
constants of nature, the sun and the rain. In Louisiana we have plenty!
A Border of Bamboo instead of a wall could even save a life. The leafy
barrier would block a vehicle. The residents would not have to endure the
trauma of accidents happening in their back yards because the would not
see them. There are more accidents on I12 than any other stretch of
interstate in Louisiana. Three families stared at this giant hole everyday for
most of the year in 2007. There were a total of 4 holes in the mile long
stretch of wooden fence. Every car traveling I-12 saw this ‘welcome to

The residental property is eroding into the ditch on
most of the properties next to I-12

Slidell’ sign as well.
Bamboo will create erosion control next to the ditch along the Interstate in Country Club Subdivision. Every Resident who
lives next to this ditch is losing land and most of the trees along the ditch have exposed roots. Bamboo’s roots will mesh
together and hold the land in place with it’s intricate root system. Bamboo can help eroding land become stable. Bamboo will
grow next to a ditch, but will not cross it. The roots will knit together so that the land does not erode. Note: The bamboo groves in
the orient are the safest places during typhoons and earthquakes because the land is the most stable.

This is the view at the end of N Randall Drive. Many
residents who live next to the interstate see the trucks
and billboards. Imagine if this were blocked by a 60
foot barrier of green....

	


This could be the view...

On I12 behind 226 Loop St. for most of 2007
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EXAMPLES OF PLACES WHERE BAMBOO HAS BEEN USED SUCCESSFULLY
Audubon Zoo is great example of the
resourcefulness with Bamboo. When one tours
Audubon Zoo, you never think about the fact that the
industrial train tracks are right next to it. Screens of
bamboo border the zoo and the exhibits. The Animals
are shielded from the busy Mississippi river and
industry that it creates. The smell from the river is
blocked by the leafy green foliage and the fresh oxygen
that leaves create. It is the only place uptown that
does not smell from the river in the morning.
Beau Chene subdivision in Mandeville was built
along Hwy 22. As Hwy 22 started to expand, the
subdivision planted bamboo along the perimeter. They
are still planting more to this day. This helps to
maintain the peaceful and serene environment. Similar
use is found around subdivisions along I59.

John Slidell Park has a nature trail. It is very noisy as
well, but there is one spot
in the back where Henon
Bamboo was planted
years ago so that a picnic
area could be created . It
is the only place on the
nature trail where the
noise from the interstate
is diffused. Take a walk,
check it out!

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST

When I contacted Dr. Lee Barry of
Bamboo Gardens of Louisiana about
the project he came to visit our subdivision and walked the area along the interstate.
Bamboo Gardens is a 30 year old
bamboo farm in Folsom Louisiana.

There, and ample supply of many varieties of bamboo have been growing. Lee
purchased the farm after Katrina when
the original owners had to move on. The
farm was started in the 1970’s. Some
varieties clump, some screen by running, some grow like pine trees and
create 10 copies a year. To replace a
wooden sound barrier with a barrier of
vegetation on the 1.3 mile stretch from
Robert to Hwy 11, Dr. Barry recommends a fast growing screener bamboo
called Phyllostachys Rubromarginata, or
'Rubro'. The University of Alabama did
a study and hails it as the fastest growing screening bamboo for our area. It
makes many, many copies of itself in a
very short amount of time. It grows to
60ft tall in less than 10 years and will
create a thick, leafy barrier of 20-30 ft in
height in only 3-5 years.

The cost is approximately $65 - $145
per Field dug specimen. The price difference is in the size of the root ball.
The larger root ball, the more mature the
“mother” and the faster it will screen. It
takes 2 years for the new babies to
overtake height of the parent plant and
3-5 years to reach full height (or thickness) when spaced properly.
For screening bamboo, rootballs
should be spaced 10 feet apart to grow
a screen in the shortest amount of time.
Obviously the larger the root ball and
the taller the plant, the quicker the
bamboo will achieve full growth and
thickness.
Residential yards can use clumping,
screening, or moso to replace pines and
oaks lost in Katrina. Each yard is different!

INSTALLATION
The chinese have a saying.
“If one man plants a bamboo, he will have a grove in 10 years.
If ten men plant a bamboo, he will have a grove in one year.”
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FOR THE FUTURE
If we act know, we can change the way our community progresses to the next generation. Much has changed in 40
years. Who knew that the world would expand so rapidly in such a short time? The next 40 years will be the same. We can
preserve our portion of earth so that it can still regain the serene ‘country’ club setting that it was established to be. Now, and
In the coming years, many original residents will move on and and a new generation will replace it. In a new world where we
are constantly hearing about conserving our planet, we can change and conserve our portion of the planet now. In just 3-5
years we can correct mistakes made in the 70’s and 80’s and correct damage done by Hurricanes. In the orient, the bamboo
groves are the safest places to be during typhoons and earthquakes. Bamboo will not crush a house like a pine or oak tree,
on the contrary, it will protect a house. It could block a car from rolling into a back yard. It could help the erosion of land. It
could help the visual, audible and emission pollution from the interstate.
Can a solution be as simple as planting a bamboo grove?
Yes, it can be that simple. We can create barrier of protection that nature can maintain....Hmmmn, there’s a thought.
Stacy LaFleur Sanders

GET IT DONE!
GOVERNMENT

Congress allocated $750,00 to replace the insuﬃcient wooden
barrier. The $750k is for “the sole purpose of relieving the noise pollution produced along
interstate 12”.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOTD) -

	

	


THE COST TO REPLACE THE WOODEN BARRIER WITH A BAMBOO BARRIER WOULD BE LESS THAN $150K.
PARISH- Maintains

part of the land (Mows it every 18 months)
CITY- Own’s the chain link fence behind residential property. The fence is 20 years old and in most places it
is falling into the ditch because of eroding land. Most of the trees along the ditch have exposed roots.
RESIDENTS- Maintain their yards .
GRANTS

Grants to help residential side of the subdivision and the park are available through foundations such as Ben
and Jerry’s and Martha Stewart. Both foundations fund projects such as this, but they want to see
community support. - sometimes with matching funds. Many other grants are available. If anyone knows of
one, please let us know.
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

PLANT A BAMBOO!!!!
If you would be a part of the solution by buying and planting a bamboo for yourself, call Bamboo Gardens at
(985)795-2300 or any other bamboo farm. Please make sure that you understand the growth pattern of the
variety that you purchase.
OR if you would like to help the Bamboolozza Project
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO STRATEGICALLY PLACED PLANTS THROUGHOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND PARK.
CALL 985-639-1686 WITH QUESTIONS OR MAIL CONTRIBUTION TO:
COUNTRY CLUB HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
BAMBOOLOOZA PROJECT
P.O. BOX 1908
SLIDELL, LA 70459-1908

TRANSPLANTED, DONATED BAMBOO 	

Share Bamboo. There is a lot of bamboo growing in the area. Many people don’t mind thinning out their bamboo and sharing it. To
identify bamboo before transplant, please call us. Understanding the growth pattern of varieties is essential. Service groups will
help to move and transplant donated bamboo. If you have bamboo to share, call Stacy at (985)639-1686.
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Going Bamboolistic about the benefits of Bamboo for our community!
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